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CHAPTER I
ED MCGOWIN

Ed HoGowin =« First I'd like to know, do you plan mora than
three chaptera?

Juan Downey - No.

E.H, - Is there to be only two chapters?

- No,

~ Cne chapter?

- Ho.

~ No chaptera then,

Np.

Can I begin to find out what the novel is about by

asking queations that you can answer "IES'" or "NO" ?

Yos,

. Is the novel about perscnalitles?

Ko. .

. Is the novel about... Dosa it have anything to do

with vieual arts?

No, -

Can the.,. Do the partieipsnts in the novel kno

asch other 7 -

Ha,

Is Alice Denmey in the novel?

Ko,

I saw her making m chapter, didn't I 7

Yaa,

But now she's bean excludad?

Nao,

Lat's sam,,, Will this novel be for genaral public

consumption ?

HNo.

But it will be published in print,

Ha, o

¥Will anyone el,.., Will anyone know,,, Will anyone

know anything about the novel ocuteide yourself evaer 7

Ne,

Cen we,,, Will I ever know anything about the novel 7

Ro,

- If I would like to make a novel, would you record &

chapter for me? '

Yes,

How long can we work on this novel?

I cannot answer that gquestion,

«~ That's right.
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Itd 1ike to know, is this novel more or lesi... ¥ill it .
take any of the most ordinsry polnts of departura that I might
be famillar with? :
¥o, ‘ .
Most of aill I'd like to lnow, 40 you want to malke this novel?
No, ST e
And, if you don't want to make the navel, then why is
this promise being set up to do what you don't wsnt to del’
-Let me say that... To answer that you can say UTES" o7
"RO" to ah... b0 thia perhaps, Ah...-8b... Do you want to
mistreat the novel?

Ho, P K ..
Would you like to make & beautiful novel?
NQ. Cm
Would you like to make a tragic novel?
Ho, .

A eincere novel?
Reo,
Superatitous novel 7
Ho,
Exesntrie Howal ?
Ne,
Exciting novel?
Ho. o
Upaven novel?
Ne.
15 this to be creative?
Yes. -
Is it to be...sh,,.doncvative 7.
Yesn, - - .
Ts 1t...aB... almost on an intuitive lewel ?
No. . R
Is it on a mest ratiomel leval 7 -
No,

Is it on a cersbral 1svel as opposed- 10 en emoticnai .
level? ) --;--73

No.

Could you paint a picture about thin?
Ko, .

Could you sing a song aboub this?

No.

Is there any othsr way this could bo managaed %
No.
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E.H,~ You couldn't make a movie out of this
d.,D,- No,
E.H.~ Will it be plastic ?
- No.
- ¥ill it be free?
‘-Ies.
Will it cost a lot of money? -
Mo,
Can yom... Can you give 1t avay ?
Na.,
Can you produce 1t in encugh quantity to give it away to
sveryhody?
Ro.
Do you think tha® you will be azblas to decide who you
can glve Lt to?
.=~ ies,
W11l you be able to give it to more than one hundred
peopla?
Yes, .
Will you be abla to glva to mere than'a thousand psople?
- You,
Will you ba able ta giva it te nore than a mill1on
peo;le? -
Yas, .
Wiil you be able to give to wmore than twa. million people?
Yea,.
Will you be abla tfo.give ib to more than & hundred
willion people?
Tea,
Will it be 1b be in one language?
Yeu,
Will it be in Engliehn?
Ho,
Will it be illuasinabai?
Ho,
Will 1t bheo biuaek and wikdtse?
- Yau,
Contd it bo red and white?
Yusa, .
- ¥ould you like for it to be red and white?
. Yes.
Yould you like for it to be green and white?
© Yes, S
Doas it matter whet color it ig%
Ho,
© Conld -1t be zreen mad red?
No..
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Will it be Lenghty?

- Innghty? No,
- Ah.,. then it'1l ba a very brief novel.
g::ll be & nmors op lasa modaat uid&le range noval.
zzil there he & cat in Lt7 R K
?Zil -“there be any sex in it?
g:il thara bo any Wwodian in 957
ggil thers be sy men in it7
gzil it deal with volids?
o,

Tt will enly Gzal v1th positive e.ﬁmenta. Physical positive,
f:iid ve,,. "0 D! I make ane sfter juu have made the novel?
?2;15 I wake an objeot like it?

f:; tho novel grew, could ii perpstuste itself?

gg&ld it becoms,., Could it be smaller. could it reduce itgelf?
22\'.1.3 it be...

. Doen it dual with voice?:
Thd.
Dozg it deal witn ‘eoemunicall on?
Hog =«
¥ill there be more then une voloe involved?
Ro,
111l you enuse cme of our vomoeu? :
He.

C4ALL it De... ahia, Thab's right, it's to be, it'a to be,

dt's to be written.

Yoz, Ah, Hao,

It will not be writben in the finsl unalysis, It will be...
cn the final prﬁductina. it will he on tapa? :

Yem,

*And you sald you might be hbls tao-glve this away to as
sany as one hundred milllcn peopl-?

Yos,

Cn tapa?

Yas,




- Faa,

- Do you kmow how to spall pertlnanaa?
. "Ieﬁo . '

- o,

~Ia it inandimate 7

?-"

Do you have a lot of money?

ig:.. Can I play it all day long ?

ﬁzald I be tired of it all day long?

gg; I play it like backgrousd ma&ic?

gg.l ‘have to concentrate caiit ?

?3; 1. undecstand it without thinling about 447,

- Ho.

Io it pertinent to contsmparary art?

Ho,

Is 1t pertlzment to contewmporary pnil&soph; ?

Mo,

Is it pertinest fo vontemporary ah... Ryi'y living?
Ha,

Roes it have any portinencae? -:-">

How do yoo spell pertinence? :

DB T LB li= (=5 ?

Tos.

© <t has pertiavnce.

Does it have partinsnce spalled‘ F&E—P-EF“%34E T

- Teos,
: Does it heve pertinonce ocpoelled:s FhE-E—Ewﬁ-T~EnH~CuE ?

Yax,

Do I know how. to spell partiren~e
Cnp partinence be spelled in mare than oa uay?

... Can I £all ia love with 1t ?
Ho.

Tes, : R : S
Xz it etherenl ? : R
lio,. - T
Is it sh.,, urinetiows 2~ - % -
Ho. T
Avimpa?

Yoo,

Is it very wrencueter ?
Vary WHAE 7

Brenopeter 7

Ho.

Is ¥t an lnstrument for maasuring small objacta?
Hn.




B.M.~
I
E.M,~
J.De=
EM.~
JeDem
B.M.—-

JaDy=
B M.~
J Do~
0
J, D=
EH.~
JaDgm
E.M.~
J.D,~
EM.~

9
E.M.~
J D=
E.H~
J.Dy~
E M.~

JoDym

E-Hc""

P )
Elm-u".'
Je Dy
B M=
J.D.~-
E.M.~
J.D,~
E M~
JeDum
BuHa=
J. D,
EH,-
JdeDum
Bele=
J. D=
EM,—-
J- D--
ECH.-
J.D.~
E.H.—
Jy D=
B~
J. D.-
E.M.~
JuDem

Is it,.. Does it equivocate ? R

Yes,’ .

Dosa it... To use an embiguons lanpuage with an intent to deceliw
Yea,.

It's equivocal,

Ro,

Ah, ., The ambigucus languoge with an intent to deceive

18 specific?

Ko,

I random?

Kol

‘I it about butterfliea?

No.

Is it about anything I know about ?

Ko, s
Is it completely.,, Should 1t be completely new to me?
Yon, :
Ah,., If I don't like foreign things in general do you
suppose I would like this thing?

No,

Ah,,., Would it make me very angry ?

No,

Would it make me panaive 7

Yas,

Is 1% a-h... Q-h-cu What is jm T

To lmposs upon, cheat, disappoint, to dodge, elude,
frolica, pranks, Is it that 7 ’

No, .
A, o Hould' you liks some more wine 7 : -
Yoa.,, ’ Nk
Ah,oe WElLl it be funny ¢
Ho,
Is this funny ?
Ro, ’
Is this sad ?
No.
Is this... ah.... I8 thiz novel religicus ?
Ko,

And it doesn't have anything to do with anything I know about?
No. -
ind I cann't identifia it in eny way 7

Ho,

Could I make one 7

Yea,

Would you teach me how ¥

Ko,

Who,.. Can I find acaebody that can teath me how?

No.

Can I do it simply because I'd like to?

Yes,

Can I do it anyway 1*d like to?

Yes.

Can I do more than one at once ?

Yes,




E M.~

JeDum

E.H.

E.M.-

Ji”&ﬁ

- Buf

He—

Can I involve as much as I want to in my novel ¥
i vicd "Dc

Can ﬂy hovel be big 7

HeI

Ahr-- Iou re not going to San Juen 7

Ho.‘

Bﬂcauﬂe you have to do socmathing here 7

0 _“E have the time to go.

hkgnu prefar to stay here,

Yeg, 0

Dan*t: you like to fo with Patsy and I to San Juan ?

Na...; : Lo

DeR't you like to go with Calvin ard Enid to SanJuan ?_.

Maq :

Wo'yau know oy friends from Mispgisippi 7
sfmieen® Yes, -

Do xpﬁ:knpu-ha'L¢ b= Ly, Foo Juan T

Ha, .

If he goes to San Juan, would you go to San Juan 7

Hiii all this be a part of the novel ?

&o. : . .
Hill you take it out ? ._;a;".
Ho,© o i
Ay o iDO you hava a npecific.,. sh.., structurs £or anawaring
quaﬂtionu for this novel 7 RN

it e_u_wwer randomly 7

_anauaz ah,.,., according to. a deasign 7

Be’ yom answer sccording to the question ?

uﬂu

ba &nu anguer according to anything? -
Ma, ; A
And it's not random.

Ho .

Bnt thers im no aystem,

HD, 7

Ah... Do you believe in systems 7

Hos

Dofyou-bnlieva in aducation %

Ho, =

Ah. s Willlthia nevel educate ?

!as.

Hill this novel oducete everyorne that =ees it, hwars it
or reads 1t? .
Hao,
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Do you have to be susceptible tod this novel to be
educated?

No,

Would you like this art, this movel %o educate
pecple?

~-Yosy

Do you like for this novel to ba uidely underatood?
N,

Would you like for this novel ts b vell recelved?
Ho.

Would you like for this novel tﬁ ba important?

- Ne,

" Would this movel have any biatc:ioal ralevance 7

- Yos,

Ah,.. Would this novel be important to you a8 an
individnsl %

No,

" Would what I say in relation tn this noval make any
difference at all?

No,

Doss what enyone aays about the novel or to the novel,
or imvolyed with the noval have any relatlon to the
novel at &all ?

No,

Will Doug Davis allow his Tirat chspter to be 1nvol?ed
with the novel % .

amm

~Ie Bﬂug Davis affraid of thy- novel 7.

- No. -

Is Doug Dawvie ignorant.sbowt tha novel 7 -

No,

Dozs Doug Davile understand. tne,aovsl ?

No,

Alt,. s Would Doug Davie 1ikx= to make s novel ?

o, ;

C-nld Doug Davie make a novel ?

No.

Iven if he liked to make oao he: ¢onldn‘i ?

fio, -

Ah.., Could anyone else make a nsval X

No, ot

Could I make a novel 7 ’ .

Np,

Ah.., Is this a timeless novul?

- Ko,

“Will the novel be undersbood on*y in the next denada 3
Yos,

"Will it be underatood only in tha gaxt five yeara ?
w ND. e -



~ I» theim any motive for moking the novel ?

Ho, .
¥.- Ia there smr,ah... Is thara anything about the nowal
s that I would ldke to know aboub now?
B Ne,
M.~ . ‘Ip there anything sbout the novel that I uould 1ika t.o
Ui koow in the process of ﬂa!'.ing-it ?
,-._Iuos
s Mecisho,, WL there be cther peopla involved
" i Eo!‘ .
i~ o we bave much tima to make tha novel 7
JBe- e, e
E.M4,~" g the novel to be presented to a group nf people?
J. i~ Yas,
E.0G=-" 3ight away?
J\rn_,- Ho, IR
£~ In the dlsbant future 7 o st
J--Q"‘ Yﬂs; T ) -
.My~ i1l those be amtute r;e-c:pla ?
JeB~ Toa,
€.~ " They'll bo knowledgeable ahcut novals ?
S0~ Ha,
T~ Are you affraid to eaposa th.ia ncval 7
J.0.- Wo,
¥i¥i=  Ia the novel surreal ? -
JIU.— HQ.
EMe= Ab.., I3 1t exciting 7
J1 Bq- " Ha, -~
BiM.~ I8:it exciting to yau 7
Sl Yag, .
M- b, ., Vould you ke to aslack. tlze people to expose the
~ novel to first 7 -
I~ Mo,
K.K.~ »n you have eay preferonce of who bnuld be exposed to
" the novel %
J;-Dn" NQ-
K. M.~ Would thire be anyone wh:z you m:mld like not to axpase
. the novel to 7 =
g, ﬁ- YB‘E. -t
F..N - ‘Ah,., Is thera, lathare 500:1 in t:his novel ?
JrD‘r- "ol .
E.H,~ Is the novel bad ?
¢.0.~ HNo,
E,M.~ Yould you like to make n goad naval ?
J.By-  HNo,
B.M.~ Do you believe in good novels ?
J.D,~ Ho.
II;J.H',— Can good novels be educationel and informant to you 7
.= TYesa,
E,H,~ Did yeu decide to make tho novel ?
Jd.D,~ Ho.
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Did somecne elae decide to make the novel 7
o,
Is the novel being made for norgreason 7

‘ ND.' '

Is the novel being mnde for bad reasons ?
Ho,
Is it boing made for good reascns ?

' HO. .

Ip.the novel. being made for therapeutic resaons ?
g:-tﬁe novel. being made for libldinous reasons ?
g:.ﬁhé noval being wade for hyglenic reascns ?
g:.fho novel being made for utilitarian reasons 7
g:; this novel walk and talk 7

C.

T

Doeg it matter how long I puuse between gquestions 7

gg.hhere anything you'd rather do than mnke & novel ?
gg;ld you meke a novel now?

g:&ld you make another novel ?

g:;id the novel... Would the novel be adaptahle

to short. stories 7

Hog' .

Gau;d.ittbe wmade in: fragments ?-

ngﬁﬂs to be. a continve from begining to end ?

g:; it be made, ash,,.ah... by any other devica than the tape?
i:?:. Could we make it on the telephone %

:Z:id it be more fun to make it on the telephone ?
gzﬁid the movel.., be read backwards 7

g:; it be heard backwarde 7

g:; it be heard upsideddwn 7

g:; it be heard in bed ?

2;:.. Doea the novel Have children in it ?

gz;s it hava - any plople at all in it 7

Doea it have animals in it?
Ho.
Nees the novel have cows 7
o,




E M.~ Inaeuts 7 v

EHo~ Fifﬁieé ]
3Dy Ho;” .

J.Do= Hogo ‘
EM.~ Is'it aaary 2

J.D.~ Ho, It's noti ascary; . . -
EM.- o Tgodt ah‘.d entartainig 7 s
J,Di= Ho,- _' . » .-
E;Mi~ Ig it a‘h.... Is :Lt. a mast;erpieae ?
J.'D.‘ '-Iea R IR

-.-.- . .
IE it r.ov-o-l'Gn‘l!tc'!t.l.l‘t.---------n-.ll-v---—ﬁ.‘!

Ic -i.t\‘ oad, tor @e?

-

=

'f-ah...‘ ah.., Is 1;: going;" m be; tan'ific 7

E.H.-'-:‘ 'Hi.u. ,1 he ...a:h‘.. very self uontainad H:Lthout any outside
S influan_ha‘ te help it 7 ot

‘EH.~ Is 1t ‘o "ba wit.h ah....&b.... dsc:ora.tioa k2
FaDew . Ho. o

E.M.~  Ia it to be with a grendiosa y*aaen.t:xtian ?
JuTh= Ho.

B.H,~ Is it to ‘be ah.., Will it he nbcrut me?

J.D.f’ YBG. " '
CEJH.~ W1l ‘it ba nbaut other penplq J,.ike me ?

J._Dn-’ Yes-
M ) a.‘hnut m;,'g‘othar (paople like mé ?
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B~ \iill it be about women 7

J. D~ EXOEEXMOGHENA XYY Mo,

B,M,~ Will it be 2bout wep?

J. 2= Mo,

T,8.,~ Will it be about ah,., celeatial cbjects ?

JnD-- Noc o

CBiH.~ Will it be about Jeaus 7

J.B.~ Ho,

.M.~ Will God bo mad at me?

J.Bu= Yens..

I,H,~ #Will He strike me dead 7

J.D.~ Ho,

I M.~ Will my nother like this chaphker 7

J.2y~ HNo, .

E.M.~ Ahx,.,. WilY ay father like it %

J.B.~ No,

E.Ha= WILL unyoue like it 7

'J.g-— HQ-

E.M.é ¥ill you meke another novel ?

d.D,~ -No,

EM.~ Could I go awny pnd Finish the ncual loter 2

d.0.~ Bo,

E.K,~- Is there a temporzl thing involved with the novel 7
J.D."’ uol

E.H.~ - Is there sh.., Is thefie n structura £o the novel beyond .

"what' we use right now 7 : '
J.Be= Mo, o ’
E.M.~ - Abiey Te'thers e puint in the most obvious sense.
- gbout’ the novel

J.Do~ Ho, ?
H.M.= .Is there a poiut In the woat extraordinary =sense. about
e ‘the noral-7 - -

J. D= Ho, 7
E.M,~ an this sovel go om Infinftedy ¢ 2000000 0 SUrTC
J.Bw . No. | ‘

BuMe~ Do the novel be In productlon for tan yaara ?

'\Iu»eo"' “Ql

E,Me= For ten days 7

T4, - Ho.

B.M.~ Ah,,, For ten minutes 2

‘I-D‘-_ HQ.

B4~ ¥For ene minate 7

Ju DBy Y&B.

E.H,~ Gan the novel be in production for zh,.. Can the noval R
. be... Is the novel for other than human beings ? ‘
Jt.Dt- Nui

E.M.- 1Is the novel in production for all human beings 7 .
J .D-"" HD- i

E.M.,- Ah,,. Can we mah:a this novel in the closet 7
J.D.- HO.
BM
Jo D
E.H
J

. Do we have to meke the novel in the living=room %
= Ho.

G Mo~ ©Can we make the novel in an attomobile 7

D~ Yss,
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E. .~
}1: Dyw
Ea["h"

EMH.~

Jan we saks the naovel op top of- the washing
‘mavhine 7
, Yes,
San we mokn the novel by just branthing ?
Ko,
«. Do 9o have to make the novel by conversation 7
Ho,
Can weo make the noval by scrateaing 7
Ho. .
Ia tho novel... Is the noval... s=h,.., Is the navel

going to be fun to everybody?
No, { daeemes ) .

. Can we make the novel by sneezing ? o

Ho, .
Are you sure this microphone is picking up

your rasponse 7

Yes.

1z that airplone to be part of the pavel ?
. No,

Ah... The,..Ak... The novel, will it be presented

ag8 an art form 7

Ho . .
_Beyond an art form, a8 & novel itself 7
No.

Will ths novel be ever presented 7

Ko,

" Is gh... Is there.more to the novel tuan what I

wnderstand 7 |

. NuI-
Oan I read into the noval things I don't.understand 7

No, .
Could we make.,, the =ame novel tomorrow 7
Ho.

Can we make a novel very much like this novel tomorrow?

No.

. Do we have to make mome more novel 7
HNe,

Can we stop making the novel ?
Ko,

Do you like my pyramids 7

NQ‘
Do you think aluminum stripping om the adge would
mek=a them batter ?

Heo. .
" Do you think the color in the pyramida... 18 .

Do you think that's pretty ?
No.

“Ab... Didn't you buy e new Volkswsgen T
No,

Dou't you have a new convertlbls ?
Yes ,
A yellaw 7

Ko,




JUAN DOWNEY
ELECTRONIC SCULPTURE
JANUARY 4 through FEBRUARY 2, 1969
THE CORCORAN GALLERY OF ART, WASHINGTON, D.C.

PREFACE

This novel by Juan Downey, which accompanies his exhibition of technological art, illustrates in another medium
the artist's concept of audience participation. It consists of several dialogues, each of which Downey, as one of the
participants, keeps alive by a pre-conceived pattern of yes-no answers. The sparse nature of these replies places the
whole burden of communication on the other participant. In like fashion in the exhibition, it is some person or

external thing which activates the sculpture and enables it to communicate its message.

We wish to thank the participants in the dialogue: Ed McGowin, Nanette Semha, Alice Denney, Bob Ashley,

Bernard Delvaille, and Doug Michels.

We also wish to acknowledge the technical contribution of Mr. Fred Pitts who collaborated with Mr. Downey in

the creation of the sculpture.

James Harithas

Director of the Gallery
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